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OXFORD CENTRE FOR LATE ANTIQUITY 
 

 

Listed here are the lectures, seminars, and events 

in the field of Late Antiquity in Oxford 

 

Michaelmas Term 2024 

 

Details are also available on our website: 

https://ocla.web.ox.ac.uk 

https://ocla.web.ox.ac.uk/
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Preface 

 
Dear all, 
 

    A very warm hello to everyone, in particular to those who are new to 

Oxford and to the world of the Oxford Centre for Late Antiquity. The Centre is a 

virtual network which gathers together the various relevant specialists scattered 

across different departments in the University, and which exists to promote the 

field of Late Antiquity in both Oxford and elsewhere. A crucial aspect of our 

work is the production of this booklet, which lists all the relevant events and 

seminars which are occurring in Oxford each term, and which you are invited to 

attend. You can also find the booklet, and more details about the Centre and its 

many members, on our website: https://ocla.web.ox.ac.uk.  

 

OCLA has seen some significant changes in 2024. Earlier in the year a long-time 

friend and supporter of the Centre, John Beale, sadly passed away, and I know I 

speak for all of us in extending our deepest condolences to his family. Without 

John’s generous help, we have been unable to continue supporting the activities 

of our wonderful Secretary, Dr Vendi Jukić Buča, who among other things was 

responsible for our mailing list, social media, and this booklet. On behalf of 

everyone I would like to thank Vendi for her many years of dedication to the 

Centre and to the highest standards in its workings. I have now taken over the 

duties of Secretary, and can be contacted at ocla@history.ox.ac.uk and/or 

philip.booth@theology.ox.ac.uk. Please let me know if there are any events 

which we have missed in this booklet, if there are new staff or students who 

should be included in the mailing list, or if you have any other enquiries related 

to the Centre.  

 

I look forward to seeing or meeting you all soon. In the meantime, very best 

wishes for a happy and healthy term,  

 

Phil Booth  

Director, OCLA   
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Special Events 

 

 
 

The event will also be streamed via Zoom: CLICK HERE 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87392544902?pwd=KUlYMg1cnUFU4y1AEFpoSZkcVn50e2.1
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Seminars 
 

Mondays 

 

Medieval History Seminar 

 
Convenors: Julia Smith, Laure Miolo, and John Merrington  

Time: Monday, 5pm 

Venue: Wharton Room, All Souls College 

Online: The Teams session can be accessed by logging in to Teams with your .ox.ac.uk account 

and joining the group “Medieval History Research Seminar” (team code rmppucs). If you have 

any difficulties please email: medhistsem@history.ox.ac.uk 

 

(W1) 14th October Edward Zychowicz-Coghill (KCL)  

‘Writing the Conquest of Egypt: A case study in the Formation of 

Islamic Historical Writing’ 

(W2) 21st October Genevieve Caulfield (UCL)  

‘Making moral judgements: theory and practice in the thought of 

Johannes Nider’ 

(W3) 28th October Sarah Hamilton (University of Exeter)  

‘Writing history in the tenth century’ 

(W4) 4th November Teresa Barucci (Magdalen)  

‘Identity and geographical origin at the late medieval University of 

Paris: an analysis of manuscript decoration’ 

(W5) 11th November Gregory Lippiatt (University of Exeter) 

‘Bogomils or Bogeymen?: Heresy between East and West in the 

twelfth and thirteenth centuries’ 

(W6) 18th November Moreed Arbabzedah (Jesus Oxford)  

‘New perspectives on Gerald of Wales’   

(W7) 25th November Fouzia Farooq Ahmed (All Souls/Quaid-i-Azam University, 

Islamabad)  

‘Gender Ventriloquism in Medieval India: The Writings of Amir 

Khusro’ 

(W8) 2nd December Alicia Smith (Oxford)  

‘Harlot/saint: tracking the figure of Thais meretrix in medieval 

manuscript compilations’ 

mailto:medhistsem@history.ox.ac.uk
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Seminars 
 

Wednesdays 

 

Late Antique and Byzantine Seminar 

 
Convenors: Marc Lauxtermann and Ida Toth 

Time: Wednesday, 5pm 

Venue: Lecture Theatre, Ioannou Centre for Classical and Byzantine Studies, 66 St Giles 

Online: Join online via Microsoft Teams by clicking here 

 

(W1) 16th October Alexander Sherborne et al. (Oxford)  

‘The Extraordinary Medieval Monuments of Georgia: A Report by 

the Oxford University Byzantine Society Research Trip, July 2024’ 

(W2) 23rd October Anne McCabe (Athens) 

‘From Temple to Church: New Evidence for the Christianization of 

the Hephaisteion in Athens’ 

(W3) 30th October Geoffrey Greatrex (Ottawa)  

‘What sort of Late Antiquity? Reflections on P. Brown, Journeys of 

the Mind’ 

(W4) 6th November Arkadiy Avdokhin (Oxford),   

‘Gone with the Wind: Ambition, Scatology, and Violence in 

Acclamations for Albinos at Aphrodisias’ 

(W5) 13th November Max Lau (Oxford) 

‘The Rebirth of Byzantine Anatolia in the Twelfth Century’ 

(W6) 20th November Lucia Orlandi (Paris/Rome)  

‘Recent Research on Baptism and Baptisteries in Late Antiquity’ 

(W7) 27th November Alberto Rigolio (Durham) 

‘The Rise of the Memrā in Syriac Literature’ 

(W8) 4th December Zdenka Stahuljak (UCLA) 

‘Methodologies of Commensuration: Poetry, History, and 

Knowledge’ 

 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZDc3NGY2YzEtNTI2NS00MWI0LWE3MmYtZDE4YzFlOGJhMjFh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22cc95de1b-97f5-4f93-b4ba-fe68b852cf91%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%224cdc4ec5-3af9-4e1f-b1d5-026e37c0d8b7%22%7d


12 
 

  
 

 

Seminars 
 

Thursdays 

 

Late Roman Seminar 

 
Convenors: Alison John, Conrad Leyser, and Neil McLynn 

Time: Thursday, 4pm 

Venue: Seminar Room, Corpus Christi College  
 

(W1) 17th October Karl Berg (Lincoln, Oxford)  

‘Assessing the implications of a post-Julianic restoration of a 

provincial imperial priesthood: CIL VI, 1736 and the religiosity of 

Iulius Festus Hymetius’ 

(W2) 24th October Jane Masséglia (Leicester) 

‘The Trojan War Mosaic from Ketton: Greek mythography in Late 

Roman Britain’ 

(W3) 31st October Victoria Lansing (Balliol, Oxford) 

‘(Lady) Philosophy's Lucretian Teachings: The De Rerum 

Natura in Boethius' Consolatio Philosophiae 

(W4) 7th November** Benet Salway (UCL) 

‘A question of time: the inscribing of Diocletian’s Edict on 

Maximum Prices at Aphrodisias’ 

(W5) 14th November Christa Gray (Reading) 

‘The devil in the pea pail: Commenting on Ch. 18 of Jerome's Life 

of Hilarion’ 

(W6) 21st November Simon Swain (Warwick/All Souls, Oxford) 

‘Synesius’ Letters, Facts and Basics, Enemies and Friends’ 

(W7) 28th November Carolyn La Rocco (St John’s, Oxford) 

‘The conversion of the Visigothic Kingdom: Christian spaces and 

their creators in late- and post-Roman Iberia’ 

(W8) 5th December Catherine Ware (Cork) 

‘Orpheus grammaticus?  Rhetoric and Dracontius' Romulea’ 

 

 

** NB No seminar drinks due to Syme Lecture at 6pm (above p. 4) 


